
 

Summer Recap ~ Rick                
     Were we effective? Did we accomplish our objectives? What 
were our key results?  After nine weeks of summer camp and a half 
week of staff training, we make an effort to evaluate the summer 
ministry in all areas.  Of course, some of the answers are subjective 
and difficult to measure, but what does the data show?  

 1,275 campers and staff during the summer  

 38 salvations during our five district camp weeks 

 78 salvations during the rental camp weeks 

 Many decisions to have a Bold Hope (our summer theme) 

 An awesome staff of counselors, cooks, nurses, program direc-
tors, bus drivers, maintenance workers, and kitchen helpers! 

 Campers and staff stayed healthy and safe 

 The physical plant—water system, waste treatment system, 
electricity, gas, air conditioners, freezers/refrigerators, buses, 
trucks—worked well!  

God has blessed and we are thankful.  Thanks for praying and giving 
of your time, talent, and finances to make it a GREAT summer of 
Christian camping! 

The Counseling Team ~ Connie 
     In previous years it has been a 
faith builder waiting on God to bring 
the counselors we need for our five 
weeks of GBC camps.  This year God 
amazed us by bringing more counselors 
than we needed the last four 
weeks!!!  Most high school students 
who applied could only come one week, 
instead of the usual two.  We were 
blessed abundantly with an awesome 

counseling staff.  “And my God will meet all your needs according to 
his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19 

Camp Mantowagan Band—Q&A with Ryan Ritchey 
    This article is part one of a two-part series—stay tuned!  Ryan Ritchey is the Director of Praise and Worship at Mar-
tinsburg Grace Brethren Church.  MGBC graciously allows Ryan to lead worship during summer camp for all of two weeks 
and parts of two other weeks.  He has been leading worship at Camp Mantowagan for a decade.  Ryan has a wonderful gift 
of pulling together a great band from talented counselors with very little practice time.  The 
band has ever changing members but Ryan is the constant element that makes it happen!  The 
original music produced by Ryan and the band helps the summer theme flow through the veins 
of camp—from summer chapels to the promotional video produced in the fall.       

How did the band come about? 

     My first involvement at camp was when I was asked to play music for the Senior High 
“coffee house” with some friends in 2008 and 2009.  The next year, my girlfriend (now my 
wife) convinced me to counsel Adventurer week and we realized that our entire band would 
be counseling together, so Pastor Brant let us lead worship for chapels.  I was able to counsel 
all five weeks in 2010 and we started using the band for more weeks of camp.  In 2011, I was 
asked to help lead worship for Senior High week for the first time.  I thought I would only 
be available for evening sessions since I had just graduated from Penn State and was start-
ing to work full-time.  However, in May 2011 I was diagnosed with cancer (Hodgkin’s lympho-
ma) and asked to be off work during my first few chemo treatments, so I could adjust.  I 
used that opportunity to be at camp as much as possible and camp really became my second home in the summer at that 
point.  Having the opportunity to worship with the students during that time gave me so much joy and helped me through 
what should have been a very difficult time.  I finished treatment that November and have since been cancer-free, but 
somehow found a way to be back at camp every year since then! 

How do you think it benefits the students in the band? 

     Music is such a unique way to connect people.  Every year we come in with a different group of counselors and music is 
often one of the first ways the staff connects.  Even if some of the staff members have never met before, we are able to 
instantly connect by playing music together.  We try to pick songs that complement each summer ’s theme and then use 

those songs to tie in with the speakers’ 
messages.  I’ve heard comments from 
parents that they love having their kids 
come home from different weeks of 
camp singing the same songs.  The band 
helps to provide a “soundtrack” for the 
summer that hopefully continues when 
the campers go home.  



 

Staff, Facility, and Financial Update  ~ Lee 

     Thinking back through the ups and downs of the summer of ministry, it is apparent that God was at work sustaining and 
furthering His work in this place!  Thankfully, there were few “downs” and many “ups”.  What a comfort to know that we 
have that same power at work in our lives as well, carrying us through our own ups and downs.  God is good! 

     One of those “ups” at camp this year has been the addition of Joe and Kate Salyards on staff.  Actu-
ally their work at camp began in early 2017 on a limited basis, primarily cleaning the facility when they 
had time available.  Beginning in February of this year, Joe was hired on a more formal part-time basis, 
and Kate has continued to help with cleaning as well.  Joe worked full-time throughout the summer and 
will be going back to part-time until next summer when he will be full-time permanently (or until God 
leads them elsewhere).  The Salyards attend Martinsburg GBC and have felt a calling to the camping 
ministry for about a decade.  It has been great to see their faith at work as they leave the comfortable 
for the unknown of full-time ministry.  Please pray with us that God will continue to provide for 
Joe and Kate as they make this transition.  Pray that God will lead Joe to just the right second 
part-time job through the fall, winter, and spring.  Also pray for Cheyenne (10 years old) and 
Liliana (10 months old) as they make the transition with mom and dad!  

     The facility has benefited from having more staff on site, and from many volunteers.   I 
won’t try to list all the fixing, replacing, improving, and building that has been accomplished, 
but I will highlight a few that were made possible by gifts from many of you!  A back-up power 
generator was installed at the shop to power the water system, the lodge, the girls cabins, and 

the chapel.  Additional acoustic panels were mounted on the 
dining hall ceiling, the water heater was replaced with a 
larger one in the guys bath house, five new couches were 
placed in the dining hall, and new bowls and plates were pur-
chased for the dining hall kitchen.  A “Ninja Warrior” style 
course was built on the ballfield.  This was made possible by 
gifts in memory of Alfred Gusler and is a really cool addition 
to programming!  One of our “dream projects” was accom-
plished through an amazing gift when the parking lot and 
roads to the dining hall and back of the gym were paved 

right before summer camp.  This has saved a great deal of work after heavy rains and will make plowing this winter much 
easier!  As I said already, God is good!   

     Please be praying with us for continued provision in the day-to-day costs at camp.  More staff brings more potential 
for ministry, and it also brings an increased need for your support.  God has used all of you to make possible the many im-
pacted lives at camp, and we trust He will continue to do so.  Join us in praising Him for all that He does for and through 
this small piece of His grand plan! 

campmantowagan.com 
gocampm@comcast.net 

PO Box 95, Saxton, PA 16678 
814.658.3815 

An Impacted Life ~ Counselor Katie McAfoose 

     During Trailblazer week this past summer, I had a camper who entered my cabin 
at the beginning of the week believing that God had given up on her and was planning 
horrible things in her life because she had cursed him out of her life. She broke 
down to me one day in the middle of the week about this and I walked her through 
the story of Job as well as some verses about God’s love and desires for us. I could 
tell her heart was beginning to open up to the idea but she wasn’t fully convinced 
yet. That evening at chapel, the speaker gave the exact same message that I had 
told her earlier in the day. She looked at me with tears in her eyes every time he 
said something that I had told her. They played the worship songs that she claimed 
were the only ones that had any affect on her anymore and she broke down crying. 
We talked later that night and her heart was open to the idea of God and she want-
ed to grow during the week. She re-centered her life around Christ that week and 
was excited to see what God was going to do in her life when she went home.  

Please e-mail us at 
gocampm@comcast.net if you would 
prefer to receive this newsletter in 
electronic format or would like to 
be removed from our mailing list.    

2018 Fall Camp Happenings 

September:  

7-9   Woodbury Church of the Brethren Youth 

14-15  Puzzletown Road Bible Church Ladies 

21-22  Faith Baptist of State College Youth 

28-29  Martinsburg GBC Ladies 

October:   

5-7      Hagerstown Bible Church Youth 

12-14   Kittanning GBC Families 

19-21   Scrapbooking Fundraising Ladies 

26-27  Martinsburg GBC Men 

November: 

2-4    Harrisburg Community Alliance Men 

9-10   Great Commission School Team 

16-18  Valley View Evangelical Church Youth 

A Note from Joe 

     I was asked by Lee to write my thoughts on the summer.  I was hesitant 
at first, but after thinking about it, I felt like it was something I needed 
to do.  This summer has brought some challenges for Kate and myself, as 
we knew it would, but to see God providing through these challenges has 
been amazing.  He has provided for us in ways I never would have imagined 
possible and we want to praise Him for these provisions.  We also want to 
thank God for the opportunity to serve Him at camp this summer and for 
how He will provide for the future as we move into fall, winter, and spring.  
This summer it has been a great privilege to work alongside so many people 
that love God and want to see His kingdom impacted in a positive way.  
Gaining as new friends and getting to work alongside the Strappellos has 
been one of the many privileges God has blessed us with.  It has also been 
a privilege to be a part of the fixing, replacing, improving, and building that 
has taken place at camp.  Oh yeah, I can’t forget the privilege of cleaning 
approximately 100 toilets each week, and the other cleaning of the facility!  
It truly has been a pleasure and we thank God for the opportunity for Kate 
and I to serve Him at Camp Mantowagan.     


