
 

Spotlight on Counselors  ~ Connie 

     We once again were blessed with an amazing counseling 

staff for our five weeks of GBC camps!  David Clapper and 

Emily Seyler faithfully counseled each summer during college 

and this year returned for all five weeks after graduating!  

Denise Page has counseled for six years.  She is in medical 
school in Virginia and came back for two weeks during a 

break!  Several others graduated from college this year and 

counseled one to five weeks, which gave us a mature staff.  

It is a challenging, yet rewarding ministry and we are thank-

ful for each one who counseled.  They are on the front line 

and their excellence in following Jesus makes them great 
role models for campers.  Please start praying with us now 

for next summer’s counselors! 

Our 40th Summer  ~ Rick                
     We will celebrate our 40th year of summer camp at the 
camp dinner on December 1st.  As we reminisce over the past 

forty years, we give God all the glory.  We thank Him for al-

lowing the West Penn District of Grace Brethren Churches 

to have this awesome opportunity of serving in His kingdom 

through the camping ministry!   

     Warren Buffet’s son, Howard, wrote in his book Forty 

Chances about a speaker telling a group of farmers that they 

will get 40 or so years to develop their soil, increase yields, 

and have an impact on 

the future.  The past 
four decades have been 

faith and kingdom builders and have laid a solid foundation 

for the years to come.  We can be encouraged that the 

camping ministry of the West Penn District will continue 

beyond these 40 years.  Isn’t it exciting to think about all 

that will be accomplished over the next 40 years?   

     “Ignite” was our theme this summer.  Our key verse was  “Is not my word like fire, declares 

the Lord...”  Jeremiah 23:29a.  The Lord brought us 532 campers during our five weeks and 53 

of them accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and Lord!  After those five weeks, our 

four summer rental groups had 81 of their campers decide to follow Jesus!  Others were ignit-

ed to follow Jesus more wholeheartedly.  What a fruitful summer!  Thank you for praying, giv-
ing, serving, and sending campers.  Pray that the Lord will continue to ignite a fire in both our 

hearts and the hearts of the campers and retreaters He brings to camp year-round. 

Fall 2016 



 

Facility and Financial Update  ~ Lee 

     I rarely accomplish my goal of keeping up with the list of facility projects as they are completed.  Maybe that is a 
good thing since it’s such a powerful experience to sit down a few times a year and record all that God has allowed us to 
accomplish through His provision, and this year has been no exception!  Over three pages of single spaced text gets us 
to this point in 2016.  Those pages represent the labor of many people… maybe you are one of those people?  Those 

pages also represent many financial gifts that make the work possible… perhaps this is where you fit in the picture?  

     The following include several of the more impactful projects.  The 
guy’s washhouse refresh was completed (the girl’s was completed last 
year).  This involved new paint, floor coating, sinks, mirrors, toilets, 
shelving, etc.  Other restrooms around the camp also received new fix-

tures as needed.  No restroom was left untouched!  The lodge (retreat 
center) was improved in several ways beyond the restroom work of 2015.  
A new deck was installed on the front of the building using cedar posts 
and rails.  Thanks guys from Liberty GBC for staining all of that wood!  

The deck now has a roof to make it more usable in inclement weather.  The sleeping and sitting areas of the lodge re-
ceived new tables, lamps, and sofas.  We had been planning to replace only one camp bus, but God brought us three bus-
es that are new to us.  We purchased two buses with donated funds and funds from selling two of our old buses, which 
sold in one day!  A third bus was donated.  A tractor trailer load of woodchips for paths was donated along with the 
cost of hauling.  A new water fountain/bottle filling station in the gym lobby has saved over 6,000 bottles since May.  

     Hopefully you see that God is 

using your support to not only keep 
the camp facility functioning, but 
also to improve where possible and 
provide a relaxing and distraction– 

free experience.  If you have not 
been a part of this work either 
physically or financially… please 
pray about doing so!  Pray also for 

God’s continued provision and pro-
tection of His work here at Camp 
Mantowagan!     
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2016 Fall Camp Happenings 

September:  

9 - 11  Community Men 

16-17  Puzzletown Road Bible Ladies 

21-13  Shalom Christian Academy Youth 

23-25  Hagerstown Bible Youth 

Sept. 30-Oct. 2  Liberty GBC Families 

October:   

7-8    Martinsburg GBC Ladies 

14-16 Kittanning GBC Families 

21-23 Scrapbooking Fundraising Ladies 

28-29 Martinsburg GBC Men 

28-30 Harrisburg Community Alliance Men 

November: 

4-6  Frederick, MD Community Grace Youth 

11-13  Allegheny Mennonite Youth 

18-20  Valley View Evangelical Youth 

Quotable Quotes 

West Penn GBC Pastor in an email April 11, 2016—  
“We had a great time at camp.  The men absolutely love the facilities.  It’s 
great to hear their stories/fond memories of camp,  but also to see 
their excitement in the additions… ” 

West Penn GBC Pastor in an email June 15, 2016— 
“Just had the opportunity to talk with a 39 year old man in troubled times 
about Christ.  I prayed with him to accept Christ just for assurance sake, 
but he had heard this message once before… while at Camp Mantowagan!  
Great to be in the Lord’s service!  Thanks for your input in children’s lives, 
because the seed is planted… they do grow up… and remember.  Your labor 
is not in vain.”  

Counselor on evaluation after Senior High Camp June 18, 2016—  
“Keep being the great camp you are!  You provide a fun and Christ-centered 
retreat for campers.  I hope your ministry lasts another 40 years!” 

Former camper in a facebook message to camp July 2, 2016— 
“Hello. This is a completely “out there” question. However, do you have any pictures of campers from the 80's and 90's? I 
currently live in California, but I keep telling my children how much fun I had when I was their age at Camp Mantowagan. 
It would be so awesome if there were pictures from back then for them to see.  I'll be 36 tomorrow and camping there 
was still one of the best times of my life… lol!” 

Mother in a facebook message to Connie July 4, 2016— 
“He (camper) told me after he came home that ‘camp is his favorite place in the whole world. He likes it better than 
vacation!  Is that wrong?’  Haha!  I told him that is not wrong at all!  It's wonderful!!” 

Please e-mail us at 
gocampm@comcast.net if you would 
prefer to receive this newsletter in 
electronic format or would like to 
be removed from our mailing list.    

Jim Boor introduced campers to fun campfire favorites like “The Bear”, “Lion Hunt”, and “Eskimo” songs. 
Before Jim went home to be with the Lord this year, he passed on his special hat to Pastor Brant Leidy 

to carry on the campfire song tradition during Adventurer and Explorer weeks. 

Representing camp in Guatemala!   
Connie, her sister Marsha, and students from 

an orphanage and school called La Senda.  

Ladies at the scrapbooking  
fundraising retreat in October. 


